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The 2004 Pulitzer Prize Winner in Beat Reporting 

For a distinguished example of beat reporting characterized by sustained and 

knowledgeable coverage of a particular subject or activity. 

Daniel Golden of The Wall Street Journal 

For his compelling and meticulously documented stories on admission preferences 

given to the children of alumni and donors at American universities. 

Columbia University President Lee C. Bollinger (left) presents Daniel Golden with 

the 2004 Pulitzer Prize in Beat Reporting. 
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W I N N I N G  W O R K  

April 25, 2003  College Ties: For Groton Grads, Academics Aren't Only Keys to Ivies 

February 20, 2003 Extra Credit: At Many Colleges, The Rich Kids Get Affirmative Action 

January 13, 2003 Family Ties: Preference for Alumni Children In College Admissions Draws Fire 

May 14, 2003  For Supreme Court Affirmative Action Isn't Just Academic 

June 20, 2003  Case Study: Schools Find Ways To Achieve Diversity Without Key Tool 

December 29, 2003 Brain Drain: Initiative to Leave No Child Behind Leaves Out Gifted 

July 24, 2003  Money Chase: College Finally Got Alumnus to Pledge; Next Job: Collecting 

December 30, 2003 Not Black and White: Colleges Cut Back Minority Programs After Court Rulings 

B I O G R A P H Y  

Daniel Golden is a senior special writer in The Wall Street Journal's 

Boston bureau, covering education. He joined the paper as a reporter in 

July 1999 and was named to his current position in August 2000. 

Before joining the Journal, Mr. Golden spent 17 years with the Boston 

Globe. He began as a regional correspondent in 1981 and was a general 

assignment and investigative reporter before becoming a writer for the 

paper's Sunday “Focus” section in 1986. From 1988 to 1993, he was a 

writer for the Boston Globe Sunday Magazine. He became a medical 

investigative reporter in 1993 and was a projects reporter from 1994 to 

mid-1998, when he received a John S. Knight Fellowship and studied 

at Stanford University. Before joining the Globe, he was a staff 

reporter for the Springfield (MA) Daily News from 1978 to 1981. 

In 2002, Mr. Golden received first prize in the National Awards for Education Reporting in the 

series category for “The New Affirmative Action,” which included a story about preference for 

Jewish applicants at Vanderbilt University. Mr. Golden won two National Headliner Awards 

while working at the Boston Globe: one in 1999 in the beat reporting category and the other in 

1989 in the feature writing category. He was a special citation winner in both the 2000 and the 

1999 National Awards for Education Reporting. His special citation in 2000 was for his Journal 

article “Fudge Factor,” a page-one piece that showed that some Texas high schools were fudging 

class rank in order to qualify more of their graduates or the state university. In 1999, his citation 

was for his page-on Journal article, “Making the Grade.” It examined the schools operated by the 

Defense Department for military dependents on military bases. Mr. Golden has received three 

first-place awards for investigative reporting in 1995 from the Education Writers Association, in 

1993 from the Associated Press Sports Editors, and in 1990 from the Sunday Magazine Editors. 

He was honored with a first prize in magazine reporting from Sigma Delta Chi in 1989 and with 

a George Polk Award for business reporting in 1985. 

Born in Toledo, Ohio, Mr. Golden received a bachelor's degree, magna cum laude, from Harvard 

University. 
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